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Protests and counterprotests raise money for gay rights  
By ALEXIS HAUK  

Seventy-five gay rights advocates raised more than $4,500 in a faceoff with Fred 
Phelps’ Westboro Baptist Church outside the Boston Center for the Arts’ Black Box 
Theatre last Friday.  

Phelps’ fire-and-brimstoners from Topeka, Kan., were picketing Bad Habit 
Productions’ staging of The Laramie Project, which is based on the real-life 1998 
homophobia-fueled murder of gay student Matthew Shepard. Phelps and his 
minions picketed Shepard's funeral, waving “Matt is in Hell” signs at his grieving 
family.  

Bad Habit artistic director Daniel Morris took the protest in stride. “We had a big 
discussion about what has changed in the past 10 years,” he said. “Them being 
here is definitely validating the relevance of the show.”  

The six Westboro picketers screamed and carried signs, one sign depicting 
President-elect Barack Obama as the Antichrist (with flames and horns), another 
sign—held by a smiling 11-year-old girl—proclaiming “God Hates You.” Phelps’ 
website, godhatesfags.com, condemns everything from Italian art to the 2010 
World Cup, and claims that God is letting troops die in Iraq as punishment for gay 
marriage.  

Across Tremont Street, activist Chris Mason counterprotested with a “Phelps-a-
Thon,” raising money for gay rights with pledged donations for every minute the 
Phelps clan stuck around. By curtain-up on Laramie, they had raised $4,647—$755 
of which came from donations made during the protest, sometimes in the form of 
$20 bills shoved into Mason’s hand by onlookers.  

Despite freezing temperatures, Mason’s group stayed upbeat. “Give a big cheer for 
Fred Phelps!” they yelled, as the number of dollars, displayed on a colorful poster, 
went up. Drowning out the other side of the street, they chanted, “You’re crazy, 
you’re funny. You’re raising us money!” and held up their own homemade signs 
like, “I can has sanity plz?” and “Hate is easy. Love takes courage.” One man 
danced around the Kansaniacs dressed only in cutoff jeans and a jaunty sailor’s 
cap.   

Rev. Michael Cooper, pastor of Metropolitan Community Church, an 
LGBTcommunity, attended the counterprotest to show that Westboro “is not the 
voice of the Christian church.”  

“In terms of my faith and my beliefs, it’s sad to see someone with that much hate 
so intent on spreading it,” Cooper said. “Even though [Fred Phelps] looks like an 
idiot and people laugh at him, there’s still some fear and memory deep down. We 
should counter that and say, ‘There are other options.’”  

Fred Phelps’ daughter, Shirley Phelps-Roper, helped organize the Boston protest. 
“When you make sin a civil right? Yeah, God’s against that,” she said, laughing and 
nodding. She blamed the souring economy on the "doomed Americans" as well. 
"That’s why they’re losing their jobs," she said. "The doomed Americans weren’t 
willing to just go to hell. They wanted to take us with them. They've done every 
manner of evil thing, and now God is repaying them.”  

For 45 minutes, South End residents watched from their stoops as policemen 
directed traffic. One passing driver asked if Olympic swimmer Michael Phelps was 
here. Finally, the Phelps crowd piled into a minivan as Mason’s crowd cheered, 
“Hooray! Hooray! We chased the Phelps away!”  

The Boston excursion cost Westboro around $2,000, half the amount that Mason 
will use to fund his Driving Equality project, a 100-day road trip next summer, 
during which he’ll interview people about gay rights all across the lower 48 states.  
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POWERS  
By some.nerd on Fri, Apr 24, 
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As previously reported, 
Boston's already got three 
mayoral candidates ready 
to bloom, but it seems ol' 
Menino's looking to 
overshadow them with his 
recent announcement to 
seek re-election (just after 
5:30 if you don't care about 
the build-up): 

I WONDER  
By JStanton on Sun, Apr 12, 

2009 3:20 am 
... if this is part of some 
master evil genius 
marketing plan to walk 
back from what's been a 
kinda random collection of 
bizarre efforts to allow their 
online strategy to be 
determined by an 
overactive legal 
department.  
They bring in a pr crisis 
expert, he says "do 
something really, really 
bizarre. That gives you the 
excuse to come in and 
fire/demote somebody, 
scapegoat him as a real 
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Win $$ for losing 
weight! 
Weight Loss 
Challenge Just like 
the famous TV show, 
you CAN WIN 
MONEY BY LOSING 
WEIGHT. Join from 
the comfort of your 
home! Even 2nd 
place wins big $$$! 
Take... 

Bad Girls Make 
You Want More 
Enjoy The Hottest 
Phone Sex!! Call 
Dana! 1-888-641-
3422I am very much 
into pleasing and 
playing the little 
whore. So today is 
our lucky day. The 
day I taste what 
you... 

Lose up to 30 lbs 
in 30 days! 
Find out how you can 
lose up to 30 lbs in 
30 days! I lost 5 
pound in my first 
week! Visit my 
website @ 
www.opweightlos 
s.com or Call 800-
417-7813 and... 

Not just any other 
Acting Class... 
Ongoing and 
Serious 
Commitment 
Required. 
(Cambridge) 
... 

Additions, 
renovations, new 
homes 
Construction Co. 
specializing in all 
phases of residential 
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Here's a new one:  
   
   

 

phases of residential 
construction, 
remodeling and 
additions. All new 
interior and exterior 
work completed at a 
reasonable price and 
quality work. Call for 
a free... 
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